
 

 
 

South Course Bunker Renovation - Update 
 

The unseasonably dry weather of November and December gave us an opportunity 

to get a "head start" on the South Course bunker renovations we will be tackling 

during the upcoming season.  The large bunker to the left of #3 fairway is ready 

for drainage to be installed, followed by the new sand.  On #5, we are filling in the 

first bunker on the left and grading it to match the terrain around it.  The other 

four bunkers that define the hole will remain similar in size and shape, but will not 

have the steep sand faces that cause so many headaches when it comes to 

maintenance and playability.  

    

Some of you may have noticed a large stockpile of new white bunker sand in the 

parking lot of the Golf Academy.  A halt in production of the tan sand we planned 

on using has caused us to go with our next best option.  I should note that this 

does not mean we are using lower grade sand - both sands have practically identical 

characteristics, with the biggest differences being color and production 

location.  Our new sand will be very similar to the original sand used here, but it is 

more coarse, which will help improve drainage.  The playability of the new sand 

should also be similar to the original bunkers, before contamination and drainage 

failures left us with what we currently have.       

 

Our goal going into the winter months was to get as much done as Mother Nature 

would allow.  Considering that wet weather typically brings any and all shaping work 

to a halt, we were not very optimistic about getting any work done during the off 

season.  That being said, we will continue to progress on this undertaking as 

weather permits, and we look forward to significant changes to the South Course 

by next fall.  As always, feel free to contact us with any questions you may have 

regarding this article, or anything related to your golf courses.   

  

Regards,       

Gabe Hughes 

South Course Superintendent   



 


